Some suggestions for letters to politicians.
National politicians

I urge the Australian Government to commit to a position supporting 350 parts per million (ppm) greenhouse gas emissions as mandatory for any agreement made at the United Nations climate change meeting in Copenhagen in December.

The speed at which climate change impacts are now occurring demands we reduce our atmospheric CO2 as soon as possible from our current level of 387 ppm to 350 ppm as recommended by the world’s leading climate scientists.

This would require a commitment to cutting our emissions by at least 40% by 2020 with the aim of moving to zero as soon as possible after that.

It is a time for national leadership and an international climate change agreement that goes beyond the interests of each nation, in the interest of all nations.
Many Governments around the world are taking such action. For example Portugal is committing to generating 60% or its electricity from renewables by 2020 and Japan is committed to a minimum 25% emissions reduction and Norway has announced a 40% reduction. We should not shirk our responsibility to do our bit for our planet and build on this leadership and I urge you to commit Australia to a minimum of a 40% reduction on 1990 levels by 2020 for the sake of our planet and our children.
State Politicians

I am writing to you seriously concerned about climate change and very disappointed at the lack of real action by the State Government to reduce our emissions.

As one of the world’s worst carbon polluters per capita it is a moral duty for Victorian’s to take action and I request that  the Victorian Government publically acknowledge the importance of 350ppm as a maximum level for a safe climate as recommended by the world’s leading climate scientists and enact policies that reflect that knowledge.

Specifically I urge the Victorian Government to

· Commit to 100% renewable energy by 2020 with a just transition for the Latrobe Valley.

· Not grant any licenses for  the export of brown coal 

These policies are possible and would create jobs. Many State governments around the world are taking such action. For example Scotland in the UK is committed to cutting its emissions by 40% by 2020 with a target of 50% renewable energy by 2020 and Ontario in Canada is phasing out all its coal power stations by 2014. I urge us to follow these examples and do better for the welfare of our planet.
